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The Citizens of Muscogee County  will vote on renewal of a one-percent sales tax for schools on 

March 17, 2015.Employees know and comply with the provisions of Georgia Ethics in 

Government Act (O.C.G.A. 21-5-30).  The act allows certain activities, but prohibits others, for 

an “issue campaign: such as the extension of the education Special Purpose Local Options Sales 

Tax (SPLOST).  The intent is in providing this information is to help ensure employees 

understand what allowable activity is and what is prohibited and comply with the law’s 

provisions. The guidelines below are adapted from a variety of documents, including materials 

from the Georgia School Board Association (GSBA), The Georgia PTA, and others produced in 

conjunction with previous referenda. 
1) The school system and its employees may provide the public only with objective, 

factual information about the SPLOST referendum.  The government may educate 

voters about an issue, but it may not contribute to a campaign committee that is 

promoting or opposing the issue or attempting to influence voters to vote a certain 

way. Informational materials developed by the school system must not be perceived 

as campaign material or promotional in nature. 

 

2) Only private resources can be used to promote or oppose the SPLOST referendum. 

No public forums or resources can be used to promote or oppose the SPLOST 

referendum.  Public resources, include, but are not limited to, school system/local 

school email, websites, newsletters, facilities, copy machines, paper, phones, 

audiovisual equipment, computers, vehicles, and employee time during work hours 

or in a capacity as an employee after work hours. 

 

3) Employees may not display or distribute campaign posters, literature, or signs or 

school property.  Employees may not wear campaign materials on school premises. 

a. It is permissible for schools to use school marquees as a reminder to citizens 

vote on Election Day, but the signs may not encourage to “vote yes” or 

otherwise encourage support for the SPLOST. 

b. Also, it is permissible for principals to remind teachers and staff of the 

Election Day and to provide them ample opportunity for voting. 

c. This restriction would prohibit sending home with students PTA newsletters 

that contain promotional articles, as opposed to educational ones. 

d. Employees are allowed to place on their personal vehicles signs or bumper 

stickers that urge support for the referendum. 
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4) Employees may work to promote or oppose the SPLOST referendum only as private 

citizens on their own time. Employees have the same civic responsibilities and 

privileges as any other citizen including the privilege of campaigning for and actively 

supporting candidates and causes in the political arena.  An employee’s political 

activities must notice interfere or conflict with an employee’s job or with the best 

interest of the school system. 

NOTE: When engaging in activity regarding SPLOST, ask yourself the following questions: 

1) “Am I in any way using school funds?” 

2) “Am I in any way giving the impression that the school district is biased?” 

3) When in doubt, contact communications@muscogee.k12.ga.us  

or the Superintendent’s office.  

Examples of Permitted Activities 

1) School board members and superintendents may, on their own time and with their 

own resources, promote passage of the SPLOST.  They may appear at public events 

and speak on behalf of the referendum.  They should be careful to emphasize, 

however, that they are not speaking on behalf of the board or in their official 

capacity. 

2) School administrators may speak at parent-teacher organization meetings on behalf 

of the educational SPLOST as long a s the meeting is not held during the school day 

and attendance is voluntary. 

3) School administrators, teachers, and other employees, as individuals, may endorse 

And contribute to the referendum campaign.  However, any written or oral 

endorsement should contain disclaimer that it is not being made in the person’s 

capacity as a school official or employee. 

4) School districts can provide the public and the media with factual, objective 

information about the education SPLOST.  Such material must not be biased or 

handled in a way that it could be perceived by the public as campaign material. 

 

Examples of Prohibited (Not-Allowed) Activities 

1) School administrators and other employees may not spend time during the school 

day on activities in support of the referendum. During working hours, they should 

mailto:communications@muscogee.k12.ga.us
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not appear at public events to speak on behalf of the education SPLOST, solicit 

campaign contributions, or distribute campaign literature. 

2) Schools should not send home with students any materials in support of the SPLOST. 

School newspapers, newsletters, and other educational literature should not contain 

advertisements, columns or editorials by staff members that promote passage of the 

SPLOST. School mailing labels may not be used to mail campaign materials. 

3) School districts should not allow the use of school resources by campaign 

committees or any other campaign groups. They should not provide a committee 

with office space or allow it to use the school district’s copy machines, post office, 

box, stationery, copy paper, telephones, computers, audio-visual equipment, 

support personnel. 

4) School districts, school boards, and schools may not spend public funds on 

advertising (print or electronic) intended to promote voter support.  (Advertisers 

may be purchased by the Muscogee County SPLOST Renewal Committee, which uses 

private, not taxpayer, funds.) 

5) A school or school district should not distribute pro-SPLOST materials during school 

hours, e.g., by leaving pamphlets on a counter in the office. School marquees may be 

used to remind citizens to vote on Election Day, but the signs may not encourage 

them to “vote yes” or otherwise urge support for the referendum. 

6) School administrators must be careful that their actions toward teachers do not 

appear coercive.  While they can remind staff of the date for voting and provide 

information about the SPLOST, they should not seek to influence those they 

supervise to vote a certain way. Administrators should make clear that employees 

will not suffer adverse consequences if they choose not to support or contribute to 

referendum or do not vote. 

 


